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Dear Mr/Mrs/Ms First Name Surname MP OR Senator First Name Surname.
(please use Hon, where appropriate)


Re: Raise the Rate


I am writing to you as one of your constituents to ask that you support any proposals in the current Parliament that look to raise the rate of Newstart, Youth Allowance and other related payments.

The reality is that Newstart is not working. That’s because it no longer covers the basics. The current rate is about $150 a week below the standard poverty line. Over [xxx] people here in [Commonwealth electorate name] are on Newstart. 

The vast majority of these want nothing more than to get their lives back on track – find a home to live in, get a job and pay off their debts. Instead they are unable to find stable accommodation and forced to take on high cost credit.

If people are struggling to make ends meet, if they don’t have a secure place to live and don’t eat properly, how can we expect them to find work? Raising the rate of Newstart is an important step in reducing poverty and homelessness in our communities. 

The community sector is not alone in highlighting the need for an increase in these payments. The Business Council of Australia, in its Plan for a Stronger Australia released earlier this year, called for an increase because it is, as they say, the right thing to do. They consider that Newstart now acts as a barrier to getting back to work. 

Although a Senate Inquiry has been announced, I would urge you to consider supporting this change sooner than March next year, when the Senate committee is scheduled to report. This issue is affecting around one million Australians and needs to be dealt with now.




Yours sincerely,
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